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BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
In the Broad Hinton Village Hall and By Teams Teleconferencing Facility,  

Tuesday 11 May 2021, 7.30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Councillors:  Cllr Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman)   
Present:  Cllr Adrian Smith (AS) (Vice-Chairman) 
   Cllr Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Cllr Candace Gaisford (CG) 
   Cllr Damian Le Gresley (DL) 
   Cllr Adam Gilmore (AG) 
   Cllr Louise Skillen (LS) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Allison Bucknell (AB) (Wiltshire Council) 
 
   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  The Chairman had received apologies from Cllr 
Allison Bucknell Wiltshire Council, who was attending another meeting.  This Meeting was 
declared quorate and there were no declarations of interest. 
 
2.  Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman 
Cllr Alex LaRoche was elected as Chairman, unopposed.  This was proposed by AS and 
seconded by CG 
Cllr Adrian Smith was elected as Vice Chairman, unopposed.  This was proposed by the Chairman 
and seconded by CG   
The Chairman officially welcomed Cllr Louise Skillen to her first Council Meeting. 
 
3.  Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 2 March 2021 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 March 2021 were considered and one amendment 
proposed: 
 
Item 5 – Planning.  Delete last para:  ‘JG stated that in his view……… was a neighbourhood plan’. 
 
Item 5 – Planning.  Insert new last para:  ‘There were a number of comments made by 
Councillors concerning the Meeting that had just been completed.  These are logged in detail 
under separate Minutes of this Planning Meeting which are available on the Parish Council web 
site’. 
 
The Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 2 March 2021 prior to the Council Meeting were 
approved. 
 
4.  Matters Arising. 
There were no matters arising that would not be subsequently discussed in the meeting  
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5.  Finance Update 
The Clerk explained that the layout of the Financial Report shown to Councillors had changed 
due to the move to the Scribe Accounting system.  All agreed that the new layout was much 
clearer.  The Clerk summarised the finances as shown below. 
PC Bank Account Balances - as of 1 May 2021:  

Current Account: £227.17      
Deposit Account (Total): £17,788.75 made up of  
 Deposit Account (General):  £14,166.79 
 Deposit Account (Allotments):  £2,281.96 
 Deposit Account (Defibrillators):  £1,340.00    
Payments over £100 since 1 April 2021: 
 Clerk’s April Salary - £210.00 

HMRC April - £140.00 
A Smith – Laptop for Parish Clerk purchase reimbursement - £300.00 
WALC Annual Subscription - £327.31 
Starboard Systems Ltd – Scribe set up and annual fee - £534.00 
MS & RJ Windel – Verge Cutting - £180.00 

The Clerk stated that the Precept amounting to £9,983.77 had been received from Wiltshire 
Council and the majority had been placed in the Deposit Account. 
 
6.  Planning 
The Chairman gave an overview of the planning applications that had been received and the 
decisions made since the last meeting. These are given below: 
 
20/10054/FUL The Old Bakery, High St, Broad Hinton 
Full Planning Application proposed for change of use of part of house currently designated as a 
retail area to be changed to residential use. No objections. 
Agreed by Wilts. 
 

21/00521/TPO 4 Fortunes Field, Broad Hinton. 

Full Planning Application proposed to fell 2 Ash trees as diseased and potential safety hazard. 

No objection. Agreed by Wilts. 

21/11419/FUL Cotsmoor, Post Office Lane, Broad Hinton. 
Full Planning Application proposed for erection of a front porch, detached single storey garage 
and additional roof lights for part of loft conversion. No objection. Agreed by Wilts. 
 
21/00584/FUL Land at the High Street, Winterbourne Bassett. 

Full Planning Application proposed for the erection of three detached residential dwellings with 

associated works, access and landscaping. Objection. Refused by Wilts. 

PL/2021/03121 Stickle Tarn, Manor Farm Lane, Broad Hinton. 
Full Planning Application proposed for construction of a rear single storey extension with glass 
lantern in flat roof sections. On circulation. 
 
7.  Highways & Maintenance 
A4361.  The Chairman opened the discussion on the A 4361 by stating that at last the WB sign 
that had been destroyed on the main road some 2 years ago had been replaced.  But in her view 
it was in the wrong position.  AS explained that this sign was not a warning sign, but for information 
only.  It had been replaced in exactly the same position as the old sign and was correct.  AS 



3 
 

suggested that for safety a new sign was needed before the brow of the hill that warned motorists 
travelling south of the upcoming junction.  It was felt that to get Wiltshire to instal such a sign 
would be unlikely, but AS felt it worth discussing with AB at a later date.  It might be worth 
investigating the possibility of the Parish Council paying for and installing such a sign. 
 
The Chairman raised the subject of CATG, now that we had moved out of Marlborough into the 
Lyneham area.  In particular it was the safety around Elm Cross on the main road, which needed 
action.  JG stated that under the new system, each Parish Council sponsored up to two projects 
of their own and Elm Cross should be one of ours.  The Chairman stated that she would discuss 
all of this with AB in the future……………………………………………………….Action:  Chairman 
 
CG stated that following an action from the last meeting she had contacted the PCSO in regards 
to the problem of speed on the main road.  The PCSO had been very helpful and had suggested 
CG speak to Mr Andrew Jack in Wiltshire Council.  CG had agreed to undertake this and would 
report back……………………………………………………………………………Action:  CG 
 
Uffcott and Earthline.  AG updated the meeting on events since the last meeting.  There were two 
strands of events in regards to Earthline.  These were: 
 

• The Enforcement Notice Appeal with Swindon Borough Council.  Earthline’s planning 
application had been turned down and SBC had issued two Enforcement Notices. These 
Notices are currently being appealed with the Planning Inspectorate, but currently there 
was no date yet set for the appeal. 

• The TRO limiting the axle weight was currently stuck as Richard Broadhead was retiring 
and currently AG had not discovered who was the new person taking over.  But he felt this 
was an important aspect and promised to re-invigorate this as soon as possible.  AG had 
spoken to the Science Museum contact and in regards to the TRO it would be necessary 
to speak to all interested parties, and not just Earthline. 

 
AG agreed to invigorate the TRO in particular and to speak to AB to obtain the correct contact 
within Wiltshire Council……………………………………………………………Action:  AG 
 
8.  Footpaths and Maintenance 
 
Road Signs.  The following matters were discussed: 
 

Summers Lane.  CG reported that the Summers Lane sign had been ordered and its 
delivery and installation was now awaited.  There had been discussion over the ‘Lane’ or 
‘Road’ subject at the earlier AGM and the sign would definitely say Lane. 
 
Black and White Sign at Clyffe Pypard.  The Chairman stated that although the Clyffe 
Pypard sign had been erected, it was as yet unfinished.  It needed a black stripe painted 
on the stem, and Robert FitzPatrick had agreed to undertake this.  There was discussion 
over the missing word ‘Royal’ in front of Wootton Bassett, but it was agreed to leave the 
sign – any further changes and expense would be unnecessary.  JG mentioned that as 
the sign had been paid for by the Parish Council it now represented an asset and so should 
be added to the Log that the Clerk was to create.  The Clerk was also given the authority 
to pay both FitzPatrick and Steve Windel who erected the sign and this matter could now 
be closed……………………………………………………………………Action:  PB 
The Chairman stated that she was to meet with Robert FitzPatrick and would ensure the 
sign was properly completed…………………………………………......Action:  Chairman 
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Footpath Sign by Village Hall.  It had been reported that the sign indicating the footpath 
that runs past the BH Village Hall had been broken and had disappeared.  CG was asked 
to speak to Martin Heal to see if a new one could be manufactured and put in 
place……………………………………………………………………….Action:  CG 
 

Footpaths.  The Chairman reported on the very helpful meeting she had with James Horton, where 
the subject of footpaths had been discussed.  James Horton had reminded the Chairman that not 
all the verges around his fields were automatically footpaths.  But JG reminded the meeting that 
he had been asking for the properly designated footpaths to be opened up for some considerable 
time, but this had not happened.  JG was undertaking a number of walks where he could test the 
viability of the official footpaths after which he planned to take up this matter with the Rights of 
Way officer in Wiltshire Council…………………………………………………Action:  JG 
It was agreed that ideally a map should be produced showing the position of the official foot paths.  
The Chairman agreed to link with JG on this matter and speak again to James Horton. 
………………………………………………………………………………………Action:  Chairman 
DL mentioned that he had been approached concerning the possibility of placing dog waste bins 
in the area, as one particular footpath running up to the Ridgeway was badly fouled.  The meeting 
agreed that whilst this was a laudable idea it had several drawbacks.  The greatest would be that 
these bins would attract all sorts of rubbish other than dog mess and there would always be a 
problem of having them emptied.  In the end the meeting agreed that removal of dog waste was 
definitely the responsibility of the dog owner.  But the Meeting did agree that to place a notice on 
the entrance to the path off the A 4361 that leads up to the Ridgeway was an excellent idea.  CG 
said that she had spare signs and she would get one to DL who would be responsible for putting 
it up in the correct location………………………………………………………Action:  CG & DL 
The Clerk was also tasked to ensure notices were placed in the Village News at regular 
intervals……………………………………………………………………………Action:  PB 
 
9.  Emergency Planning 
Covid-19. The Chairman stated that as it did seem that the problems associated with the 
pandemic were easing, now was a time for all to be vigilant and follow the Government 
guidelines.  The Chairman noted that the Clerk who had been nominated as the immediate 
contact for any requests for assistance had not received any calls. 
 
Drains and Flooding.  The Chairman stated that James Horton had done much of what was 
needed and in particular the clearing of the drains around Manor Lane had been completed.  JG 
reported that the problem with the three cottages by the well in BH was unresolved.  It was clear 
the Toby Sturgis had done nothing and had not even made contact with Martin Cook.  JG said 
that as he knew which areas of the village were prone to flooding, he would take this up with 
Martin Cook.  LS stated that in heavy rain the water running down close to their house was 
significant and JG agreed to liaise with her……………………………………Action:  JG 
 
10.  Issues and Action Log 
The Chairman went through the list of outstanding actions, and it was agreed that considerable 
progress had been made.  The following had been achieved: 
 

• Balancing Pond.  The meeting congratulated JG on making contact with Thames Water 
who at long last agreed that the Balancing Pond was their responsibility and that it needed 
urgent action.  This Action could now be closed and a new one opened to monitor and 
ensure Thames Water undertook the necessary work. 
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• Pollarding Tree at Pitchens End.  It was agreed that the action as it stood now could be 
closed and a new one opened to ensure Wiltshire Council did indeed pollard this tree when 
the moment was right. 

• Data Audit for GDPR.  This action should be closed and a new one opened under DL and 
AG to present a data spreadsheet to the Council. 

• CATG Operating System.  This could be closed in its present form and the Chairman and 
JG would speak to AB to ensure we could be represented on the Wootton Bassett CATG. 

• Pitchen End Street Lights.  It was agreed that the Action in its present form was unrealistic 
and JG agreed to take an action to find out both the timings and the form of the new 
Pitchens End lights. 

• Clerks Old Laptop.  The Meeting agreed that the Clerk’s old laptop should be offered to 
BH Primary School, but before this occurred it would be thoroughly electronically cleaned 
by both DL and AG.   

All of the other Actions had been successfully completed and the Clerk would be sending out an 
amended Action list once the Minutes had been agreed……………………Action:  PB 
 
11.  Policy Documents 
The Chairman stated that at the last meeting one further document – Data Protection Policy had 
been drafted and Councillors had been asked to endorse it.  AG had stated that he had not yet 
had a chance to go over the document, but since then he had screened the document and was 
happy.  The meeting therefore agreed that this document could now join the others in the Policy 
folder on the Shared Drive. 
 
12.  Communications – The Website 
AG updated the meeting on the Parish Council website, where the number of hits was steadily 
increasing.  In particular the link from the two Village FaceBook pages directly onto the web site 
had increased the hits enormously.  All in the meeting agreed that AG should be congratulated 
on the web site which was a great new asset.    
 
DL was asked to ensure LS was joined onto the Council email and WhatsApp system and he 
agreed to undertake this……………………………………………………….Action:  DL 
 
13.  Allotments 
The Chairman stated that as part of the discussion with James Horton, he had agreed to reduce 
the annual rent from £200 to £100 and this was to be welcomed.  JG stated that with the formation 
of the Allotment Committee, this new body should really take over the day to day running of the 
Allotment finances.  They needed to open their own bank account and leave only the allotment 
deposits (£750.00) and a minimal float (£250.00) in the Parish Council account.  Both JG and the 
Clerk would press the Allotment Committee to achieve this. 
In regards to the renewed fence, JG noted that the Allotment Committee were not speaking to 
James Horton, who had agreed to assist with the re-fencing project.  JG agreed to speak to James 
Horton on this subject………………………………………………………….Action:  JG 
 
14.  Insurance 
The Clerk stated that the Insurance policy with Community First had been received and that it had 
been screened by both DL and the Clerk.  Zurich who were the insurance company had increased 
the value of the fixed assets by 3% as standard.  Otherwise, there were no changes to the policy 
and all of the required areas were covered.  The Clerk stated that last year it had been decided 
not to opt for the 3-year fixed premium deal, so allowing a different company to be considered if 
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the premium seemed to be increasing too much.  But in this case the premium had actually 
decreased and so the meeting agreed that the 3-year deal should be adopted 
…………………………………………………………………………………..Action:  PB 
 
15.  Any Other Business 
Budgeting Cycle.  AG stated that he had been considering how the Council could undertake 
projects and accede to requests from residents with finances being tight as they are now.  He 
would like to recommend a new budgeting cycle which would allow projects to be considered and 
then if adopted, the costing could be included in the next year’s precept.  The meeting agreed to 
consider this and discuss at a future time. 
 
Friends of Ridgeway.  JG asked that the Committee consider formalising a relationship between 
the Council and the Friends of the Ridgeway.  The annal cost is £15 and he noted that both 
Avebury and Winterbourne Monkton were members. 
AS stated that as JG was a member of the Friends of Ridgeway committee this could be seen as 
a conflict of interest.  But he would be happy to lead such a move and he asked JG to furnish him 
with the necessary details……………………………………………………Action:  AS & JG 
 
Dates of Future Meetings.  The Meeting agreed the following dates for future meetings.  All 
meetings would take place in the Broad Hinton Village Hall and start at 7.30pm unless otherwise 
stated: 
 
Tue 6 July 21 
Tue 7 September 21 
Tue 2 November 21 
Tue 4 January 22 
Tue 1 March 22 
Tue 10 May 22 – AGM to start at 7.00pm; Council Meeting to start at 7.30pm 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.00pm 


