
1 
 

BROAD HINTON AND WINTERBOURNE BASSETT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
In the Broad Hinton Village Hall,  

Tuesday 7 September 2021, 7.30pm 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Councillors:  Cllr Alex LaRoche (AL) (Chairman)   
Present:  Cllr Jim Gunter (JG) 
   Cllr Damian Le Gresley (DL) 
   Cllr Adam Gilmore (AG) 
   Cllr Louise Skillen (LS) 
 
   Cllr Allison Bucknell (AB)  (Wiltshire Council) 
 
In Attendance Tony Iles (TI) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Candace Gaisford (CG) 
   Lesley Catling (LC) 
 
   Peter Barry (PB) (Clerk) 
 
 
1.  Introduction, Quorum & Declaration of Interests 
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  The Chairman sent apologies from Cllr Candace 
Gaisford, is away on business and Lesley Catling, who is away on holiday.  The Meeting was 
declared quorate. 
 
2.  Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 6 July 2021   
The Minutes of the 6 July Meeting were agreed and signed off by the Chairman 
The Clerk also provided hard copies of all the remote meetings held in 2020 and the Chairman 
signed these off. 
 
3. Election of Vice Chairman   
The Chairman proposed Cllr Jim Gunter as the new Vice Chairman and seconded by Cllr Louise 
Skilllen.  JG agreed to stand and this proposal received unanimous approval 
 
4.  Appointment of Parish Councillors 
Following interview, the following were nominated to be co-opted to become Parish Councillors: 
 
Vacancy in WB ward (brought about by the resignation of Cllr Adrian Smith) – Mrs Lesley Catling.  
This was approved unanimously. 
Open vacancy in the BH Ward – Mr Tony Iles.  This was approved unanimously 
 
5.  Re-Allocation of Councillors Responsibilities 
Following the nomination of new councillors, the following responsibilities were re-allocated.   

• TI would join JG on the Highways subject, with specific responsibility for WB 
• TI would join JG on the Emergency Planning team to deal with snow 
• TI would join AG on the Neighbourhood Planning working group 
• LC would replace DL with responsibility for Footpaths and Byways in WB 
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• LC would join TI and JG to consider the Health aspect of the Emergency Plan 
• A new post of Farmer Liaison would be created and would be filled by TI 
• A new post of Event Coordinator would be created and would be filled by LS 

 
The Clerk was tasked to send out a revised listing and contact details of all Councillors 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Action:  PB 
 
DL will setup TI and LC on parish council Microsoft 365 system and asked for approval to 
purchase one additional licence, which was approved …………….…………...Action:  DL 
 
6.  Matters Arising. 
There were no matters arising that would not be subsequently discussed in the meeting  
 
7.  Finance Update 
As previously the Clerk summarised the finances, with separate sheets showing all expenditure 
for the period.  There was no Income during this period.  The Bank balances were shown as 
under. 
 
PC Bank Account Balances - as of 1 September 2021:  

Current Account: £87.25      
Deposit Account (Total): £15,061.95 made up of  
 Deposit Account (General):  £11,439.99 
 Deposit Account (Allotments):  £2,281.96 
 Deposit Account (Defibrillators):  £1,340.00    

 
8.  Planning 
The Chairman gave an overview of the planning applications that had been received and the 
decisions made since the last meeting. These are given below: 
 
PL/2021/06077 37 Pitchens End, Broad Hinton. 
Full Planning Application proposed for construction of a front porch and WC. No objection. 
Awaiting Wilts. 
 
PL/2021/07493  
Full Planning Application of TPO’s proposed for pruning 1 sycamore and 1 beech tree in a 
conservation area. No objection. Awaiting Wilts. 

PL/2021/06647 and PL/2021/08108, Whyr Farm, Winterbourne Bassett. 
Full Planning Application and Listed Building Consent proposed for the conversion of a 
dovecote into a residential dwelling. On circulation. 
DL noted that as this application site was not visible from the public highway he had arranged to 
visit the applicant and take photos which are stored on the OneDrive for the benefit of other 
councillors. 
 
9.  Highways & Maintenance 
A4361.  JG reported on the CATG he had recently attended.  This was the first that had been 
held with the BH & WB Parish Council under the auspices of Royal Wootton Basset and Cricklade.  
JG stated that in his view it was a better run meeting than Marlborough with the representation 
being more democratic and discussions better controlled and sharper. 
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JG stated that the Elm Cross junction on the A 4361 at BH was now on the priority list and Steve 
Hind of Wiltshire Council had agreed to explore the different possibilities with JG.  It was agreed 
that further speed reviews would not be helpful, but Steve Hinds and JG would meet on site to 
look into the possibilities.  JG was encouraged to keep the pressure on for this meeting. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Action:  JG 
Turning to WB it was agreed that a safety review of this turning was needed.  AB agreed to speak 
to Dave Thomas to look again at the speed review, specifically regarding the dangerous turn to 
WB.  JG thought by splitting the A 4361 problem into separate BH and WB schemes in line with 
the new CATG’s way of working, would increase the chances of getting action on both.  The 
Meeting thoroughly approved of this idea. 
 
JG closed the subject by stating that next on his list was the position of the Give Way sign at the 
Clyffe Pypard turn outside BH.  Currently this was poorly sited and could not be seen until far too 
late. 
 
Uffcott and Earthline.  AG stated that he had no further information on the proposed date for the 
hearing and so had nothing to report.  AB stated that she too had heard nothing new on this 
subject.  In regards to the TRO, WCC are not progressing this until the hearing had taken place.  
Depending on the outcome of this, the TRO may not be needed.  However if Earthline are 
successful then the TRO would be progressed to change the usage of the byway. 
 
Buses.  AB stated that central government had provided extra funding for buses, and a 
questionnaire had been put out to see how the current service could be improved.  Many of the 
replies had been repetitious – for example improving bus access to the railway station.  Wiltshire 
were considering how best to use the extra funds. 
 
LS stated that she now had a contact within the StageCoach company with whom she intended 
to stay in contact.  She discovered that the timetables at the BH stops were out of date and 
StageCoach had agreed to replace them. 
 
10.  Footpaths and Maintenance 
 
The Chairman had received the following reports from CG before she went away: 
 

Footpath Signs by Village Hall and BH Church.  The two signs ordered from Martin Heal 
had been completed and erected.  Martin Heal’s invoice had been paid as shown in the 
Financial review.  The meeting thought Martin had done an excellent job. 
 
Fence.  The fence between the Pitchens End green area and Post Office Lane had been 
repaired and refurbished by Wiltshire Council. 
 
Pathway across Pitchens End Green area.  No progress had been made on this subject. 
 

Clyffe Pypard Sign.  JG remarked that the black and white sign recently erected at the Clyffe 
Pypard junction had still not been properly painted to the correct standard.  JG suggested that 
rather then just using a black and white stripe, we used a number of colours to highlight that the 
sign had been paid for by the Parish rather than Wiltshire Council.  It was agreed that this subject 
should be discussed at the next Meeting. 
 
Police Liaison.  The Chairman reported that CG had been in touch with Wiltshire Police and now 
had a permanent contact. 
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Footpaths.  JG reported that his liaison with James Horton had gone very quiet, probably due to 
the fact that all farmers were very busy with the harvest.   
 
JG also thought that publishing the Walking map on our website would be excellent guidance for 
all walkers from the villages.  JG is working with AG to achieve this………... Action:  JG & AG 
 
Straw.  The problem of straw filling the kerbsides all through the villages was discussed.  PB 
reported that he had been in touch with the Parish Steward, but at this time the call on the very 
limited number of road sweepers run by Wiltshire Council was overwhelming.  Nevertheless, he 
would do his best to arrange a sweep.  TI said that he had asked his company’s road sweepers 
to run through the WB high street twice this year to help with the problem. 
 
The Meeting agreed that really this should be a problem handed over to the farmers, as they were 
the ones creating the problem and they had a duty of care to the community.  The associated 
problem was that the straw filled and blocked the drains, which were already unable to cope with 
the amount of water filling them.  In his new post of Farmer Liaison, TI was requested to meet 
with local farmers to see if they could arrive at some form of suitable solution. Action:  TI 
 
(Clerk Note:  Since the Meeting the Clerk has been in contact with the Parish Steward and a road 
sweeper will visit both villages during the week starting 13 September 21).   
 
11.  Emergency Planning 
JG opened the discussion by considering Flooding, which all agreed was the most urgent of all 
of the emergencies with which the Council might have to deal.  He had met with LS to start 
handing over all of the information he had on this subject. 
 
JG also reported that on his instruction, the Clerk had written to neighbouring villages to enquire 
if they too had flooding problems.  Those written to the villages once in the Meux Estate, all of 
which had their drains put in at roughly the same time.  A positive response had been received 
from Avebury, but so far even after a second hastener, no response had been received from the 
others.  The Chairman felt we needed to be careful as the problems encountered by the likes of 
Avebury may not be the same as ours.  We needed to be very specific here, as we were dealing 
with rain water run off and not such things as sewage.  The Meeting acknowledged that it was 
unlikely Wiltshire Council would come up with any form of suitable plan or solution. 
 
JG had noted that there were a number of soakaways on the BH High Street and one solution 
might be to build extra soakaways along the High Street.  TI though this would be unlikely to 
solve the problem as especially during winter, the water table was too high to allow soakaways 
to operate successfully. 
 
Turning to the 2019 Emergency Plan, the Clerk was reminded that he had been tasked to 
update the names and details and this needed doing …………………………Action:  PB 
It was also agreed that LC should be asked to consider the Health aspect of the Emergency 
Plan…………………………………………………………………………………..Action:  LC 
 
12.  Climate Strategy 
DL being the lead on the subject of Climate Strategy, gave a comprehensive brief on all that had 
happened since the last meeting.  The following points were covered: 
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• Wiltshire Council had recently published two strategy documents on the subjects of 
climate change and green & blue infrastructure.  Starting on 1 Sep 21, there were a 
number of discussion periods and webinars that could be joined and a survey for 
residents to complete.  DL stated that if possible he would be attending one of these and 
LS said she also planned to attend one. 

• DL also requested that all councillors read the two strategy documents and familiarise 
themselves with Wiltshire’s ambitions…………………………………….Action:  All 

• DL also suggested that he place a summary of the main points of the strategy 
documents into the Village News and this was agreed by the Meeting Action:  DL 

• DL stated that he, Steve Windel and TI had installed an electric vehicle charging point at 
The Winterbourne, funded by the Winterbourne Bassett Community Pub society.  This 
will hopefully attract additional customers that are looking for a place to eat and charge.  
The Meeting considered approaching the Crown in BH to see if this too could be 
achieved, though funding could be an issue with costs of approximately £1000.  AB 
suggested that the Lyneham Area Board could be approached for a small grant.   

• DL also reported that he had attended an Electric Vehicle and Home Show, where a 
whole number of new ideas outside just vehicles had been demonstrated which could be 
very useful to a rural community.  He cited a new form of electric water heater that could 
replace oil fired boilers in houses as an example.  AG wondered if some form of blog 
should be set up on the Council web site to inform the community of the possibilities that 
were available.  It was appreciated that there would always be a cost to making any 
changes, but as the technology matured hopefully this cost would come down. 

• DL and JG had been through the Green Village Plan and had picked out areas which 
should be considered for setting up within the Parish.  Each in time would need a lead to 
take then forward.  The subjects included: 

o Negotiating a bulk discount on insulation for houses.  JG was due to update his 
home so offered to ask his chosen supplier if they did a good job. Action: JG. 

o Promotion of using Facebook Market pages to sell or donate items rather than 
taking them to the tip. This could be in the form of a Jumble Trail and AG agreed 
to look into this …………………………………………………….Action:  AG 

o Promotion of local delivery firms that enable recycling of packaging – the 
example of 10 Green Bottles was given where bottles are collected and 
reused……………………………………………………………….Action: DL 

o A recycling point within the Parish – DL agreed to take this on and that more 
investigation was needed here……………………………………Action: DL 

o The promotion of the use of footpaths for walking to get around our parish rather 
than using a car……………………………………………………Action: LC, LS, JG 

o Setup of an area on our website to explain what actions we are taking as a parish 
council and how our residents can get involved………………..Action: AG 

o Involvement of the BH Primary School in green activities.  CG was tasked to 
liaise with the Head Teacher of BH Primary School.  She had already been 
invited to the next Council meeting so the timing was apt……..Action:  CG  

 
13.  Issues and Action Log 
The Chairman went through the list of outstanding actions, and the following had been achieved: 
 

• Balancing Pond.  Thames Water had admitted responsibility and agreed to rectify.  This 
would need constant overseeing.  Ongoing 

• Pollarding Tree at Pitchens End.  Wiltshire Council had agreed to undertake the necessary 
pollarding and a TPO had been submitted.  Ongoing 
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• Present consolidated list of data to be held by Clerk on behalf of the Council. This action 
was still ongoing with support from DL and AG.  PB was tasked to have a first look at what 
might be needed.  Ongoing 

• Mowing of Verge Site Lines.  LS and PB were tasked with looking into discovering a 
contractor who would undertake this on a twice yearly basis.  Ongoing. 

• Flooding Lead.  LS to take over the lead.  Underway and Action closed. 
• Emergency Plan. Old Emergency Plan to be reviewed and initial meeting set up.  

Underway and Action closed. 
• Neighbourhood Plan. AG to set up initial Neighbourhood Plan Meeting.  Achieved and 

Action closed. 
• Neighbourhood Plan.  Chairman to speak to an Uffcott resident to try and get him involved 

for Uffcott.  Ongoing   
• Climate Change Policy.  The Clerk to obtain a copy of Wiltshire Climate Strategy from 

Marlborough Town Hall.  Completed – Action closed 
• Councillor Responsibilities – Lloyds Bank.  PB to liaise with Lloyds Bank concerning 

change of signatures relating to resignation of AS.  DL suggested that this could be done 
online and offered to show PB how to do this.  Ongoing. 

• Councillor Responsibilities – Job Spec.  AG, DL and PB to liaise over updating of 
Councillor job spec, which is currently out of date.  Completed – Action closed 

• Response to Inhabitants Letters.  DL and PB to put together responses to the letters 
received from inhabitants concerning traffic.  Completed – Action closed 

• Allotment Bank Account.  JG to chivvy Allotment Committee to get on with opening their 
own bank account.  Ongoing 

• Allotment Fencing.  JG to write to James Horton to thank him for his offer of assistance in 
the Allotment fencing.  Completed – Action closed 
   

The Clerk would be sending out an amended Action list once the Minutes had been agreed. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………Action:  PB 
 
14.  Neighbourhood Plan 
The first meeting of the Neighbourhood Planning Group was held on 12 August 21 and the 
Chairman updated the meeting on what was discussed.  Notes from the Meeting had been 
distributed earlier. 
 
AG informed Councillors that the next meeting would be held on 23 September 21.  He had been 
in communication with a Mr Peter Alberry, who had helped Compton Bassett Council form their 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Mr Alberry planned to give a presentation on the key requirements for a 
successful Neighbourhood Plan at the meeting.  Currently the plan was to hold the meeting using 
Teams, but thought needed to be given as to how the presentation could be shown.  AG agreed 
to speak to Mr Alberry and confirm……………………………………………….Action:  AG 
AG also agreed to speak to AB, as Wiltshire Council had good information on the subject. 
 
15.  Correspondence from Residents 
DL informed the meeting that he had again received letters from one individual in WB complaining 
about the farm traffic going through the village.  The concern also was about the spraying of 
manure on the fields and the odours produced. 
 
The meeting agreed that realistically there was little that could be done by the Parish Council and 
the individual should be informed that the Parish Council had no powers with environmental 
protection matters and he should write to Wiltshire Council. 
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DL also mentioned the matter of the vexatious letter that had been sent out, where the six month 
period had now expired.  It was agreed that this should be discussed at the next meeting and the 
Clerk was to review what needed to be done……………………………………..Action:  PB 

 
16.  Allotments 
JG reported that the new Allotment Committee had been formed with its own Treasurer.  He had 
given the committee all of the necessary information to allow them to open their own bank 
account, but so far no action had been forthcoming.  The Clerk had been contacted by the 
Treasurer asking if their accounts could become a sub-set of the main Parish Council accounts, 
but this had been turned down as the Parish Council already has the Allotment accounts and 
require the Allotment holders to comply with their contracts to run their own business.  The work 
load on the Clerk would not in any way be reduced. The Chairman stated that the Parish Council 
were only responsible to supply Allotments, not run them. 
 
JG recommended that if by the end of this Financial Year, nothing had been set up, the Council 
should consider handing over the full balance of the Allotment account to the Treasurer in cash. 
 
JG also asked the Clerk to send a new Tenancy agreement for the half plot recently brought into 
use…………………………………………………………………………………….Action:  PB 
 
17.  White Horse Cricket Club 
The Chairman reported that she had received a letter from Mr Chris Ladd, the Chairman of the 
White Horse Cricket club asking if the Parish Council would consider supporting the Cricket club 
financially.  It was clear that due to the pandemic, the finances of the club were in difficulties, 
added to which there were a number of repairs and upkeep needed to the bar in the pavilion, all 
of which would cost more than they were able to afford.  The Chairman considered that the Cricket 
club was a great asset to the community, citing the open day they had run recently, which had 
been very well attended and supported.  
 
AB felt that this was something that the Area Board could look favourably upon and she would 
lend support.  A presentation might be needed and certainly two quotes would be needed for the 
work proposed.  AB suggested that this should be brought to the Area Board in January 2022.  
To qualify it would need a contribution from the Parish. 
 
The Chairman recommended that the sum of £250.00 should be granted to the Cricket club and 
she would liaise with Chris Ladd over attending the Area Board meeting in January.  The meeting 
unanimously endorsed this suggestion and the Clerk was requested to liaise with Chris Ladd and 
arrange for the funds to be transferred……………………………………………Action:  PB 
AG also agreed to help with the publicity….……………………………………...Action:  AG 
 
18.  The Bowood Triathlon and Event Coordinator 
The meeting discussed the forthcoming Bowood Triathlon which would see up to 1,400 cyclists 
pass through BH on the morning of Sunday 12 September.  All agreed that the organisers had 
not done a good job of informing local people of the event and AB said that Wiltshire Council had 
considered very seriously the possibility of banning the event.  However in the end it was 
considered a worthwhile event and all the Parish Council could do would be to warn residents.  
AG was asked to ensure a warning was put on both Facebook pages a few days before the event.  
…………………………………………………………………………………………Action:  AG 
LS stated that having been one of the first to become aware of the triathlon and thinking about 
possible future events such as the Jubilee which would occur in 2022, the post of Event 
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Coordinator might be worthwhile.  The meeting agreed that this would be a useful addition and 
LS agreed to take on the role. 
 
19.  Any Other Business 
Dates of Next Meeting.  The next meeting would take place on 2 November 2021 starting at 
7.30pm.  The meeting agreed that to show overt commitment to all three villages it would be a 
good idea to hold the meeting in a place other than BH.  AG was asked to investigate the 
possibility of holding the next meeting in Uffcott.  Much would depend on whether suitable 
premises could be found…………………………………………………………Action:  AG 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.28pm 


